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Please
during the Golden Week.

explain the holidays
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April 29th  Showa Day (Showa Emperor’s birthday)
May 3rd Constitution Day

May 4th Greenery Day

May 5th Children’s Day
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While March 3rd is known as the
Peach Festival or Doll’s Festival
to celebrate girls growing up,
May b5th is the

Festival

Day
the
growing up for boys. What kind

Boy’s
and celebrate
of ornaments displayed

then?

are
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Koinobori, Armor warrior helmet or headpiece, Boy’s May
Festival Dolls.

When displaying Koinobori, there is a five-color (blue / red /
yellow / white / black) streamer at the top, followed by a
black carp which represents a father, a red carp represents

a mother, and a blue carp represents a child.
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There 1s a word called

Toryumon, or gateway to
success. Do you know what

legends come from?
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A legend says that there is a torrent called Ryumon in the
upper reaches of the Yellow River in China, under which
many carps gather around. Although most of them cannot
climb the rapids, if any of them do, they will become
dragons. From this legend, it became known as the barrier

to success in life.
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What 1is

gateway of success for becoming

the Toryumon or

a novelist in Japan?
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Akutagawa Prize: A literary prize given to a newcomer for

pure literary novel that emphasizes artistry over

entertainment.
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Please explain about Nishikigoi,

or colored carp.

PR 13, BIEAICKR S N0 REORIRTT,

Tl B ofifl L& > T, L L Bl 0 R % fic
ZC [#f ] L Eh T T,
BIEOHRROBRRONH, BIEYZRHE T 2HiiHO Licd
i Cfi o T tIcRRERICE o TEL WL G
Ends ALyl # o0, 20oBEZILOF L, %
NLARE 20 THAC £ TITIZES K DD FHFE I N E L 72,

Nishikigoi is a generic term for ornamental carp varieties.
Unlike the ordinary black colored carp, it is called
"Nishikigoi" by comparing the beautiful and colorful
patterns to “Nishiki”, or brocade. A farmer in present-day
Niigata Prefecture found a “changed carp” with a beautiful
pattern and color due to mutation in carps that were kept
in a pond on a rice terrace where crops are grown, and

everyone started cultivating them. Since then, many

different patterns have developed by the 20th Century.
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The
Nishikigoi
"Gosanke" or the big three.
"Kohaku", "Taisho Sanshoku"
and "Showa Sanshoku". What

are the colors and the patterns of

popular of the

are the

most

so-called

each?
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The most popular is “Kohaku” or the simple red and white.
“Taisho Sanshoku” has 3 colors which are red and white
base with black spots.

“Showa Sanshoku” has 3 colors which are red spots on white
and black base.
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“Gosanke” is one of the collective
expressions used to name the
three most influential, most
famous, highest rated, or most
popular people in a field, but how
was expression originally used

for?
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In the Edo period, the Owari, Kii, and Mito families, whose
founders were the sons of Tokugawa Ieyasu, were called the
"Gosanke". When the Shogun had no heir, these families
had the privilege of taking over the position. It is an
expression related to something that were treated as a

special case among various “Daimyo” or feudal lords.
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Please introduce the “Gosanke”

that you know.
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In our generation, the “Gosanke” would be the three
members of Japanese popular music world, namely Hashi
Yukio, Funaki Kazuo, and Saigo Teruhiko. The new

“Gosenke” are Go Hiromi, Saijo Hideki and Noguchi Goro.
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One of the most popular models
for the Boys’ May Festival dolls

is Momotaro, or Peach Boy,
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When the peach that flowed down from the upper stream of
the river was cut, a cheerful boy came out. The old man and

the old woman raised the boy. When Momotaro grew up,
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which
folktales. Please tell me the plot

is mentioned 1in old

of the story of Momotaro.

the old woman made some “Kibi Dango” or millet dumplings
for him, and he set out to fight the demons that plagued the
people. On the way, he gave the millet dumplings to a dog,
a monkey, and a pheasant and made them his servants, and
went on to fight the demons together on Onigashima, or the
mythical island of the demons. Momotaro, who got rid of
the demons on Onigashima returned to the old man and the

old woman and lived happily ever after.
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What of

Momotaro's three servants from

were the roles

a military perspective?

SRS R UV SEi i NP € U (a0 3 s NN L s i i (k4
FRLELHREINT T,

The pheasant was presumed to be in charge of gathering
intelligence, the monkey was in charge of making the

strategies, and the dog was in charge of combat.




